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Madam Chairperson, thank you very much for  the oppourtunity to speak at this Working 
Group. We would like to place on record our deep appreciation of  the work done by the 
Working Group in prormoting the rights of  indigenous peoples. 

According to the oral claims and traditional history of  the indigenous peoples of 
Jharkhand, they were the first  clearers and inhabitants of  the region. The Sasandiries and 
Hargaris, which are the standing memorial stones and the burial stones of  our ancesters 
remind us and all others of  our historical and established claims to the region and its 
territories. Amongst the types of  land, of  great importance are the sacred lands such as 
the Jahers or Sarnas which symbolise sacred groves of  which many can exist in a single 
village. 

Now, as India observes the fiftieth  anniversary of  its independence from  colonial rule, the 
Land Accquisition Act 1894, which was inacted by the British as an instrument for 
colonial plunder continues to hold a grave threat for  the indigenous peoples of  India. 

Much of  our ancestrals lands have been accquired by displacing peoples like the Oroans, 
Mundas, Santhals, Hos and Kharias from  the lands of  their ancesters. Displacement has 
occured due to the construction of  large dams - like the Subernarekha project and the 
Damodar Valley Corporation - mining - Central Coal Fields Ltd., with them claiming that 
power needs will continue the need for  exploitation of  coal as a source of  power and that 
the future  of  coal is in Bihar and Orissa. This will result in the continuing displacement of 
indigenous peoples from  their lands in the region. This does not take into account, the 
many and new possibilities of  energy through renewable and non-conventional sources. 
Mining of  bauxite, manganese, mica,iron and uranium also continue to displace indigenous 
peoples from  their territories. 

In a significant  development, after  a long and bitter struggle, the adivasis from  Jadugura 
were able to extract some gains and compensation. Gains and compensation which 
minimally are available in. any just and humane society. Threats to their lives still exist and 
the struggle continues. 

Displacement has also occurred due to the construction of  big industries like the Heavy 
Engineering Corporation, Ranchi; Tata Iron and Steel Company, The Bokara Iron and 
Steel plant, the iron and steel complex at Rourekela. Displacement has also resulted due to 



urbanisation, by accquistion of  land for  governmental infrastructure  and also by acquisition 
for  military or paramilitary purposes. 

Inspite of  all this, the successful  resolve by the indigenous peoples of  Jharkhand in refusing 
to be displaced by large scale projects like the Koel-Karo dams and Tudarma dam and the 
Netrhat Filed Firing Range Project, indicate the increasing awareness of  indigenous 
peoples to resist such projects. Hence, the more difficult  struggles lie in smaller scale 
projects like the dam across the Sur an gin river in Ranchi, in the coal mining areas of  East 
Parez, Hazribagh and in the Uranium mining taking place at Jadugura, Singbhum. Hence, 
the need and necessity for  the recognition of  principles and rights that allow them to self 
determine their own lives. 

Keeping all this mind, while we nevertheless welcome the recent judgements by the 
Supreme Court of  India for  the protection of  forest  lands, and in the laying down of"  The 
Provisions of  the Panchayats Extension to the Scheduled Areas Act, 1996" No:40 1996 
by the Indian Parliament, that - "(a) a state legislation on the Panchayats that may be made 
shall be in consonance with the customary law, social and religious practices and 
traditional management of  community resources" That" (d) every gram sabha shall be 
competent to safe  guard and preserve the tradition and customs of  the people, their 
cultural identity, community resources and the customary mode of  dispute resolutions". 
That"... gram sab ha is endowed specifically  with... (1) the ownership of  minor forest 
produce" and that "(1) the gram sab ha or the panchayats at the appropriate levels shall be 
consulted before  making the acquisition of  land in the scheduled areas for  development 
projects and before  resettling or rehabilitating persons effected  by such projects...", the 
past experience of  the adivasis show that progressive and good laws are often  not 
complied with. Moreover, these recent developments do not rest ownership and control in 
the hands of  the indigenous peoples, and this needs to be rectified  and brought in line with 
the minimum provisions on land as laid down in the Draft  UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. Further more these recent provisions do not extend to ail the areas of 
Jharkhand but only to the Scheduled Areas within it, and this will lead to the unjust and 
absurd situation where sections of  particular indigenous peoples may be benefited  in one 
area while denied the same rights in another or contiguous area within Jharkhand. Hence, 
while extending some recognition to the right of  indigenous peoples to self  determine 
themselves, it should also extend the provisions of  the Act no:40 of  1996, above 
mentioned to the rest of  the areas in Jharkhand 


